
 

 
 
 

 

THIS IS NOT A FREE SCRIPT! 
Royalties must be paid to the author before 
any public performance of this play is given. 

 

 

“Why Should I Pay You?” 
I’m a freelance writer and theatre artist—that’s how I pay the rent.  I depend on earning an 
income from my creative work.  Besides, the law requires that you must have the author’s 
permission to use his/ her writings.  (Trust me—I’m far too nice of a guy to rip off.) 
 

“When Do I Owe Royalties?” 
If you read over this script and it doesn’t fit your needs, you owe me nothing!  However, if you 
plan to perform it, whether or not admission is charged, then you owe me a few bucks (on the 
honor system).  The royalty is only $15 under most circumstances—see the fine print below. 
 

“What Does $15 Get Me?” 
A royalty of $15 is due before your first public performance (or reading) is given.  You may then 
use the script under the following terms: 
� You are granted a non-exclusive license to use the script in one local nonprofit organization, 

church, or educational institution, for the purpose of live performance only.  There is no limit on 
the number of performances you may give. 

� Copying or transmitting the script, in paper or electronic form, is permitted only for 
production purposes (e.g., you can give it to actors, directors, and technicians).  Please do 
not share copies of the script with anyone outside of your organization. 

� You’re welcome to make one video recording of your live performance(s) for archival/ 
critique purposes. However, please don’t duplicate or share that recording. 

This $15 royalty explicitly does not apply to for-profit organizations, professional performances, 
and touring groups, who should contact the author for more information. 
 

“How Do I Send the Money?” 
Visit www.dramabygeorge.com/scripts to pay securely with a major credit card.  If you have 
any questions or prefer to pay by check, contact me at george@dramabygeorge.com.  Thanks for 
your interest in scripts by George Halitzka! 
 

    drama by george 
 

        George Halitzka ▪ Writer, Director, Educator 
       www.dramabygeorge.com 

 



 

Testimony � 2 

Testimony 
 
 
Synopsis:   Andrew, a college freshman who’s drifted away fro m 
the Church, visits his old pastor to explain his re asons for not 
following Christianity anymore. 
 
Themes:   Doubt, falling away from God, pluralism. 
 
Characters:   1 male (Andrew). 
 
Running Time:   4 minutes. 
 
Staging Needs:   Bare stage with a café-style table and chairs in 
the center.  No special lighting.  Coffeeshop backg round sounds 
may be helpful, but don’t let them overwhelm the di alogue.  
Andrew has a book and a latte mug with him. 
 
Acting Difficulty:   Moderate. 
 
Tone:   Dramatic monologue. 
 
Can It Stand Alone?:   No. 
 
Author’s Comments:   Marina was a college friend of mine who was 
raised in church and very active in her high school  youth group.  
But when she got past her senior year, she found th at she 
couldn’t  believe anymore.  The dual issues of intellectual 
doubts and lack of compassion in the church drove h er away.  
There is a large percentage of the population that once “prayed 
a prayer” and attended church as a student, then wa lked away 
from the Lord as a teenager or adult.  If we are re ally 
dedicated to making disciples, we need to reach out  to people 
like Marina. 
 
Performance Tips:   Andrew can have fun with some of the lines, 
like the one about “mindlessly obeying Moses, Jesus , and Dr. 
Dobson.”  Still, we need to feel his struggle at th e end.  
Andrew’s doubting and wrestling are very real.  Kee p in mind 
that he isn’t so assured as he’d like Pastor Allen to think he 
is.  Gabe, a student actor who performed this piece , literally 
acted out the antics of the street preacher who thr eatens the 
“Lake of Fire”--and it made for good theatre.  (Sad ly, the words 
of that street preacher are based upon the actual m essage of a 
misguided campus evangelist--right down to the focu s on “lust 
and masturbation.”) 
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Testimony 
By George Halitzka 

For Marina, who wants to believe 
 
 

(As the lights rise, ANDREW walks onto the stage 
and sits down at a small cafe table.  We hear the 
sounds of a coffeeshop in the background.) 

 
ANDREW 

Look, Pastor Allen, you know why I’m here.  My Mom wouldn’t lay 
off until I came.  Let’s get this over with so I ca n go home, 
and you can--I don’t know; read the Bible, or whate ver you do. 
 

(A pause as Pastor Allen asks a question.) 
 
Why don’t I go to church?  Well, Mom doesn’t make m e anymore.  I 
hope this doesn’t offend you, but I think Christian ity is a 
hoax.  Educated people know the Bible is full of mi stakes. 
 

(Again, the pastor says something.) 
 
No, I don’t mean you’re not educated.  But you went  to, I don’t 
know, preacher college or something.  My profs say the Bible is 
great literature and all that, but it’s archaic to think it 
comes straight from God. 
 
Besides, a lot of Christians are really judgmental.   And--
present company excluded--most of ‘em are fruits.  On my campus, 
we have street preachers outside the Atrium all the  time.  A 
couple weeks ago, my one o’clock was canceled, so I  stopped to 
listen to this guy.  He had long black hair in a po nytail, and 
he was wearing this really bad polyester suit . . .  like he was 
in “Pimps for Christ.”  I was the only one actually  listening, 
so he started talking straight to me. 
 
“You’re bound for the lake of fire!” he says.  “Rep ent and turn 
from your sin!  Your drinking, swearing, and drugs.   Only Jesus 
can save you from your lust and masturbation!”  Lus t and 
masturbation?  Come on!  He said, “Let Jesus light a fire under 
you!” 
 
I remember in junior high, when Mom was still makin g me go to 
church, the leaders talked about “being on fire for  God.”  I 
guess that meant closing your eyes and waving your arms while 
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ANDREW (cont’d)  
you sang.  And the sermons--it was always about wha t I should do 
and what I shouldn’t do.  Nothing about thinking fo r yourself--
always, “This is what the Bible says.” 
 
I guess that’s okay for people like my mom, or mayb e for you.  
If it makes you feel good, fine.  If you need those  dos and 
don’ts in your life, great.  But I don’t.  I wanna think for 
myself, not mindlessly obey Moses, Jesus, and--Dr. Dobson. 
 
Pastor Allen, I wanna be the best person that I can  be.  I want 
to find the truth, no matter what it is.  If Christ ianity has 
part of it, that’s great.  But Christians seem awfu lly narrow-
minded.  It’s like, if you don’t go to this church,  you’re going 
to hell.  If you don’t obey Jesus, you’re going to hell.  If you 
smoke or cuss, you’re going to hell. 
 
I’m still looking.  When I find the truth, I think I’ll know it.  
But until then, I can’t go to church just to make M om happy.  I 
gotta keep searching. 
 

(Blackout.) 
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