
 

 
 
 

 

THIS IS NOT A FREE SCRIPT! 
Royalties must be paid to the author before 
any public performance of this play is given. 

 

 

“Why Should I Pay You?” 
I’m a freelance writer and theatre artist—that’s how I pay the rent.  I depend on earning an 
income from my creative work.  Besides, the law requires that you must have the author’s 
permission to use his/ her writings.  (Trust me—I’m far too nice of a guy to rip off.) 
 

“When Do I Owe Royalties?” 
If you read over this script and it doesn’t fit your needs, you owe me nothing!  However, if you 
plan to perform it, whether or not admission is charged, then you owe me a few bucks (on the 
honor system).  The royalty is only $15 under most circumstances—see the fine print below. 
 

“What Does $15 Get Me?” 
A royalty of $15 is due before your first public performance (or reading) is given.  You may then 
use the script under the following terms: 
� You are granted a non-exclusive license to use the script in one local nonprofit organization, 

church, or educational institution, for the purpose of live performance only.  There is no limit on 
the number of performances you may give. 

� Copying or transmitting the script, in paper or electronic form, is permitted only for 
production purposes (e.g., you can give it to actors, directors, and technicians).  Please do 
not share copies of the script with anyone outside of your organization. 

� You’re welcome to make one video recording of your live performance(s) for archival/ 
critique purposes. However, please don’t duplicate or share that recording. 

This $15 royalty explicitly does not apply to for-profit organizations, professional performances, 
and touring groups, who should contact the author for more information. 
 

“How Do I Send the Money?” 
Visit www.dramabygeorge.com/scripts to pay securely with a major credit card.  If you have 
any questions or prefer to pay by check, contact me at george@dramabygeorge.com.  Thanks for 
your interest in scripts by George Halitzka! 
 

    drama by george 
 

        George Halitzka ▪ Writer, Director, Educator 
       www.dramabygeorge.com 
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The Man in the Suit 
George Halitzka 

 
 

(THE MAN IN THE SUIT is greeting PARISHIONERS as 
they walk into church on Sunday morning.  
Throughout the drama, his thoughts will be played 
back from a recording.  His pantomimed 
conversations with PARISHIONERS bear little or no 
resemblance to his thoughts—the conversations are 
upbeat and encouraging; the thoughts are those of 
despair.  During the normal-print lines, the 
background sounds of a church are heard, and THE 
MAN IN THE SUIT greets people.  During the 
italicized lines,  he is left alone, and we hear 
his heartbeat, gradually rising in intensity 
under the lines.) 

 
THE MAN IN THE SUIT 

(prerecorded thoughts) 
Sunday morning.  Poker face.  Stand up straight; sh ake hands; 
smile and nod.  Stick to the weather--no tears here .  Got to 
look like The Man in the Suit should. 
 
“Sir, your son failed a breathalyzer test; he’s onl y seventeen.  
We’re releasing him to your custody pending a court  date.”  
Court date . . . what’s next, juvenile hall?  Who’s  he been 
hanging around?  How could he do this to me? 
 
Lovely weather.  Smile and nod.  Family’s great; Jo sh looking at 
colleges; grew up too fast.  Mary’s still beautiful  after twenty 
years.  Got to look like The Man in the Suit should . 
 
I love Mary.  I do!  But those websites . . . with her, I 
haven’t felt like that since Josh was born.  I need  to stop     
. . . I swear, I’ll never visit one again. 
 
Doing all right; nothing God can’t solve.  Everythi ng’s coming 
up roses.  God’s peace; Jesus is the rock.  Got to look like The 
Man in the Suit should. 
 
Sometimes I wake up in the morning and hit snooze f ive times.  
Thursday I called in sick . . . just couldn’t get o ut of bed.  
Never happened to me before.  Nothing is the way it  used to be.  
Can’t remember the last time I was happy.  I deserv e better than 
this! 
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THE MAN IN THE SUIT (cont’d)  
God is good . . . all the time.  Christian cliches.   What a 
blessing.  Jesus loves me, this I know.  Got to loo k like The 
Man in the Suit should. 
 
What if I believe a lie?  Intelligent people get up  everyday and 
live like there is no God.  How do I know Jesus ros e from the 
dead?  How can I have faith in the face of hard evi dence?  I’ve 
never seen “God” do anything I couldn’t explain. 
 
Got to go.  I’ll pray for you; see you after church !  Got to 
look like the man in the suit should. 
 

(A WELL-DRESSED MAN, who has stopped to greet THE 
MAN IN THE SUIT, is walking away as THE MAN IN 
THE SUIT thinks the following line.  The 
heartbeat rises in intensity and becomes slightly 
irregular.) 

 
Put on a happy face.  Other people never have doubt s like this.  
If I told somebody, it might make them doubt too.  Christians 
aren’t supposed to be depressed.  Got to look like The Man in 
the Suit should.  
 

(The heartbeat continues to rise in volume and 
intensity.  Suddenly, as it crescendoes, THE MAN 
IN THE SUIT falls to the ground.  The heartbeat 
abruptly stops.  He cries out, and THE WELL-
DRESSED MAN turns around and rushes to his side.) 

 
THE WELL-DRESSED MAN 

(spoken live) 
Pastor?  Pastor, are you all right?  Alice, call 9- 1-1!  The 
Pastor’s hurt! 
 

(We hear THE WELL-DRESSED MAN’S thoughts as he 
loosens THE MAN IN THE SUIT’S tie, unbuttons his 
shirt, and tries to slip off his jacket.) 

 
THE WELL-DRESSED MAN 

(pre-recorded) 
Funny . . . without all this getup, the Pastor look s just like a 
normal guy. 
 

(Blackout.) 
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