This Christmas, imagine Jesus
coming into the world. . . in 2009.
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A Contemporary Retelling of the Nativity

A play in one act
By George Halitzka
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doesnot give you the ight to perform the play!
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and a royalty must be paid,
before any performance of the play is given,
regardless of whether or not admission is charged.

Playwrights earn their livelihood from performance royalties andthe sale of theirworks. In accordance
with U.S. Copyright Law, it is illegalto duplicate, transmit, perform, record, or.otherwise utilize this
work, in whole or in part, without the express written permission of the author.

To apply for a license to present the play, please contact the author using the information printed on the
title page (page 2). At the time of this writing (January:2008), royalties for most amateur groups are set
at $30 for the first performance, $20 for each subsequent performance, and $1 for each photocopy of
the script made. Royalties are subject to change.

Thank you for supporting the creative.work of playwrights! Please address all royalty questions and
applications for performance rights to the author.
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The Time
Jesse is born in 2008;
other scenes take place 15 years in the future.

The Place
Louisville, Kentucky
or adjust the geographic references to $syiour.own town.

The Characters
JOE MOSKOWITZ, a carpenter
MARY RHODES-MOSKOWITZ, his wife
GABRIEL ANGEL, a messenger
JESSE MOSKOWITZ, Immanuel
A BUSBOY*
NORM*, a' member of the Outlaws biker gang
DAVID LEVINE*, the Israeli ambassador to the United States

*These roles can be doubled.

Christmas Presen&@E O S BILII



Christmas Preseneess first produced by Drama by George and the Highland Vineyard in December
2007. The touring production was presented in venues throughout the Louisville, Kentuckyarea.
Christmas Preseneeas directed by the playwright, with stage management and technical direction by
Jill Marie Schierbaum. Original music by Julie Halitzka.

Mary Rhodes-Moskowitz . ..................... ¢ . Erica Goldsmith
Joseph Moskowitz . ........ ... i G Bobby DiPasquale
Gabriel Angel . ... .. e Bryce Woodard
Busboy/ Norm/ David Levine .. ............0.0c...ue.. Andy Fleischer
Jesse Moskowitz . ... e e Zach Nord

Some Scripture references are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. Copyright
© 1973, 1978, 1984 InternationallBé Society. Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved.

The "NIV" and "New International Version" trademarks are registered in the United States Patent and
Trademark Office by International Bible Society. Use of either trademark requipgsyihission of

International Bible Society.
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CHRISTMAS PRESENCE

(The suggestion of a small bedroom with a hospital-style bed, a faded armchair,
and a nightstand. JOE lies asleep in the bed. MARY is sitting in the chair,
slumped over in exhausted sleep. Suddenly, she wakes.)

MARY
Joe?

(No answer. She shakes JOE.)
Joe? Joseph?

JOE
(weak but clear)

52y Qi aKF1S YSI 42YIyo LOY. I aA0] YlIyo
MARY

How do you feel?
JOE

Is it time for the pills?
MARY

(fumbling for the bottle)
Dr. Rosen said you couldT whenevert

JOE
5 LIAOLE "FFGSNI L sKAE ST RARYQO KSK

u»
ax
Q.

D20 f

(He shifts:a bit in bed; grimaces. MARY hands him some pills and a glass of
water from the bedside table.)

MARY
L 2dziak2dz RQPS GF 1Sy GKFG LizyYld GKAy3Io®

JOE
Nah; just fuzz up my mind.

MARY
52y Qi wh8d&dRthat. y

(He downs the pills and a swig of water; begins to cough. MARY tries to help
him and pats him gently on the back. He spits in the glass.)

JOE

YSSL) ALAGGAYQ Al dzlJs 62y Qi KIS Fye o6f22R F2NJ GKS
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MARY

W2s & & @ aKGnokforay Qi RNI 6y of 2

JOE

wAIKG & & o {SSK alAyRQa |t NBlI Re Fddieo

(Short pause.)
| gotta talk to Jesse.
MARY
o (jJumping up)
LQff tasSu KAY

JOE
b2 KS OFYS Ay 6KAtS @&2dz 4SNB

MARY
That boy. At three in the morning, while his father ist

JOE
That was the point.

MARY
What?

JOE
His Father.

MARY

He needs to thinkt & 2.dz@MJs front of himt

JOE
52yQd ©2dz &il NI GKFG F3IFAY

MARY
L RARY QU aGFNI FTYyedKAYy3IoD S
JOE
I SQff O02YS o601 @
MARY
He needs to hear some thingst
JOE

CKFGQa ¢Ké KSQa 2dzi ¢t {1Ay3x
(Short pause.)
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2 Aff @2dz LINPYAAS

L Oprofni@giioet

You can tryt

Joe!

| know you do, baby, most of the timet

Tell him. Sometimes that boyt

. dzii O Kéhdalwbénevér het

What about Jimmy, and Sara andt

JOE6 02 Y (1 QRO

CO O

MARY

JOE

MARY

JOE

MARY

JOE

MARY

JOE

tKSEQNBTR2AYQ FTAYS

SotheyR2y Qli ySSR YSK

t NEYA&S D o, 2dz0f f

| told you; | already.. . .

JOE

GNE G2

MARY

e 2dz

asi

Iy R

I f2y3

(JOE looks at her; appeals to her with his eyes.)

LQtf GNEO

,2dzQNB adAtt Odzi S

Pout?

Could land a plane on that lip.

t NPYAASO

JOE
GKSY

MARY

JOE

Christmas Presen&E O S RLJi

@ 2dz LJ2 dzi @

w

e 2dzQf f

gA0K KAYK



MARY

 2dzZONB AYO2NNARIAGE SO

JOE

52y Qi dzaS o%3 62NRa& 2y YS

| never pout!

.8 3Jf I R &2dz R2 ®lnotidek | . batkdn Mis.K BhatIherfbbEr (i

L & Ipauying; (just deservedt

D2R F2NBIART | 4.

It was a good papert

MARY

JOE

MARY

JOE

MARY

JOE

As soon as | saw those deer-in-the-headlights eyest

MARY

How did | get stuck with a boy from Vocational?

L (a@dagh life, baby.

JOE

(touching her face gently)
.dzi K248 SegSa o & o KI@SyQi

9EOSLIi + 0KS "R N] OANDfSa FyR

La @2dzNJ SesaAraki

Love is blind.

Tell met

MARY
I2AYy QY (122K
JOE

MARY
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JOE
LQY (i NeBomyhtx, won2ant 0

MARY
(softening a bit)

W2S3X &2dz | f ghadaiotrfp & @& &2dz R2y Qi

JOE
Never quite worksT

MARY
Joseph Moskowitz, you are one of the sweetestt

JOE
Promnightt 1 221 @2dz 2 / I NI Q&

MARY
Which was an incredibly sweet

JOE
NowaitSNBE T FNBAKYSY YI1AyQ

MARY
T Still one of the best nights of my lifet

JOE
¢ K I Hbw@y@du wound up with me. Low'standards.

MARY

O
(9p))

t €

Tdzy 27

When you started dancingright infront of those freshment

JOE
Hadda get in practice for the promt

MARY
No... O K i Q akneww fEeryif Mlom and Grant

JOE
You hadthe rockt

MARY
But whatever Mom and Gran saidt we could work.

JOE
Will you sing?

MARY
What?
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JOE
CKIG 2yS gKSYy 6S RIyOSR® LG /NI Qao

MARY
L R2Yy QG tNBYSYO6SNI

JOE
{dzZNB €2dz R2d Dda@2MBISNI L gAff 0SS o

MARY
Let me thinkt

JOE
You know it, baby . ..
(singing)
GC2NBOSNI L gAff 0SS o & Pé

MARY
| said let me think. ..

(singing uncertainly)
GC2NBOSNI L o6Aff 08S
Safely held in love.

For our love is stronger
Than life itself.

JOE
l'YR aKS O2det. RYQui NBYSYOo

MARY
Shhh.

(As.MARY continues to sing, she and JOE cross the stage to dance near a café-
style table littered with the remnants of a hamburger dinner.)

Galye wFiSNA ¢6Aff y2i RNRgy>
Though the fire may surround

Us close, you.are my

Always, forever my One.

(JOE holds MARY in the midst of the dance for a moment.)

Joe, the kids over there are laughing . . .

JOE
[ SG WSY fI dAKS o6lo6dod

(He twirls her.)
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MARY
Can we go to the dancenow?

JOE
Il Sy Qi KFR A0S ONBIYO®

MARY
Go ahead. The cheese fries did me in.

JOE

CNASE 2y LINRPY yAIKiIGD LQY NBIf &2 NNE

MARY
52y Qi 366G 2y GKI G

JOE
Iflcouldt + Ay OSy T 2QatT y20KAy3

MARY
w283 22dQNB 62N] Ay3 KI NR

JOE
Better go back to Gene Robbins while you still can.

MARY
L QY yb2eivith Keyie Robbins.

JOE
Sog K2Qa (KS < dzO1 & 3dzeK

f S

aa

MARY
Besides, Gene kissed like a frog.
JOE
(grabbing her around the waist; pulling her in)
Like this?
MARY
Joseph!

(laughing; pushing him away)
.8 JfFR DN}Y AayQli KSNB®

JOE
She saysthat?

MARY
Swear.

G¢KSNBEQa RENKEOA 2 dza
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JOE
Is that why? She looks at me like | crawled out from under a rock.

MARY

b2 & & & 06SOI dzaS waKsforSlimgl ISR (2 || o02& gK2
JOE

Who did shemarry?
MARY

Which husband?
JOE

DN} yQa 320 y20RKdkiy>3 ol 20 eod2 NNE2 dzNJ & Aa 6SNDf £ OF G OK |y
MARY

.dzi LQYTGKS 2f RSai
JOE

L Qf Somdthing Raming houses if | have toT

MARY
,2dzQf f R2 TFAYSH ,2dzNJ OF oAy Sia | NB

JOE

2S5Qfft 3ISH @2dz BYNREtESR G YSyidadzOi e

MARY
But Gran was hoping for Harvard or BrownT

JOE

T1YyR 6S8.62yQiw1A88 dzyiAf @&2dzQNB R2yS 4AGK K22f o

Q)¢
O

(MARY just arches her eyebrows.)

¢ KSY | & &2 2vtwdbaysaddagtQNE 2 dzi
MARY

Two girls.
JOE

DANI & OFyQi LIXlFe F2NI ! VY

MARY
, 2dzQf £ A dzZNDDA GBS @
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JOE
LQY 3J2yyl akt¥FRKSESESQNBE P AANE >

MARY
[ NBMEREAY3IK L &6SINE AFtez2dz adk NI dFt1Ay3

JOE
LQff 2dzad o6S + YAydziSH
MARY
| want to dancetonightt
JOE
We didt
MARY
T At our one and only pront
JOE

Five minutes; promise. And | might get free ice cream.

MARY
LQY GAYAYy3I & 2dzd

(She takes a cell phone out of her purse and sets it on the table as a warning.)
TYHY ® /[ f201Qa. A0 AYy3I®

JOE
D2Ay3 & & oW LQY J2Ay3IH

(JOE exits.. MARY shakes her head with a smile, then begins gathering the trash

onto a tray. GABRIEL enters, dressed in a suit. Throughout the play, he carries a
326 R LRO1SG 6 GO0OK FyR O2yadzZ Ga Al
table.)

GABRIEL
| SQ& KSNB gAGK @&2dzd
MARY
(staring at him, incredulous)

What?

GABRIEL
52y Qi 0SS | FNhwwRT | SQa KSNB gAd

MARY
Sorry ... do | knowt
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GABRIEL
Gabriel.

MARY
Are you looking for somebody?

GABRIEL
LQ@S 06SSy 4+ GOKAY3IAZ al NBEO® . 2dz FNB Iy, SEGNI 2 NRAYI
MARY
(flashing her engagement ring)

h{l @@&ngdg@@ae FAlIyOSQa Ay (G(KS 1AUGOKSY

GABRIEL
LoveAdy Qi Ftgle&a I NRBYIFYyOS®

MARY
LQY 3ISGdAy3a GKS YEyl ISND

GABRIEL
My token.

(GABRIEL takes a ring from his pocket and sets it on the table. She picks it up.)

MARY.
CKFGiQa w28Qa . & . d K2¢

(She feels around her neck; the ring was on her chain . . . the chain is empty!)

GABRIEL
la Y& aladSNDRa (29SS a2 | NAy3 3253 2y T2NBOSND

MARY
[2212 L R20EASH 1Wwa @ FNRY YST LQY 3I2yyl

GABRIEL
¢tKSe OlFlyQi asSsS vYSo

MARY
What?

GABRIEL
Ask him.

(GABRIEL indicates a BUSBOY walking by.)

Go ahead.
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MARY

Hey,can& 2dz IS4 &a2YS02R& FTNRY (KS
BUSBOY
(confused; looking right at GABRIEL)
What guy?
MARY
(pointing)
Him!

(The BUSBOY shakes his head.)
Black suit; red tieT my table. ..

BUSBOY
Speaking of creepy . ..

(The BUSBOY hastily backs away:and exits.)

MARY
52y Qi LX I @ justgtdzdsbniebbdizistio R .

GABRIEL
Mary, you are an extraordinary girl.

MARY
(suddenly laughing)

DidJoegetyoutot h { '@ 3. W2S3 @&2dz Oy 02YS

2 dz(i ®

¢ KA a

LQY 3J2yyl

(Nothing.. MARY circles around the table, going after her cell phone.)

LQY Ol 4 kighthowd KS 02 Lz

Jdzé Qa

GABRIEL
In the fullness of time, you will give birth.
MARY
Okay; whatever yout
GABRIEL
Your boy will be called Jesse.
MARY
aAdKG 0S I LINRPofSYZ aAayoS LQ@S ySOSNI & o @

(As she presses buttons on her phone, she realizes it is not working!)

b2 & & & y2 & & & LQY 3J2yyl &ONBIY®
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GABRIEL
Not my touch, Mary. The touch of the Spirit.

MARY
(calling towards the kitchen)

Joe! Joseph, come hereT right nowt

(GABRIEL begins to close in on MARY, effectively blocking any escape.)

GABRIEL
MaryT visit Elizabeth.

MARY
Josepht |

GABRIEL

Aunt Elizabeth. Sixty-eight years oldT six months pregnant.

MARY
What? My Aunt Elizabetht ?

GABRIEL
The fullness of time, Mary. Remember: Jesse.

(GABRIEL suddenly flips open-his watch and looks at the face, then immediately
exits, as though obeying a cue. MARY stares after him in disbelief. JOE reenters
and follows hergaze.)

JOE
Fod @ ® dngKIGQa sNRYyIK

MARY
Joe, nobody could seeT there was a mant

JOE
What-happened, baby? What man?

MARY
| SQ&.32ySs o6dzi KS

JOE
Did he hurt you? Baby, did somebodyt

MARY

b2 & & @ LQY FAYST L
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JOE
What happened?

MARY
Nothing. ..

JOE
You sure?

(MARY looks down and sees the class ring, still sitting on the table. She handles
it curiously as she speaks.)

MARY

| was just . .. thinking, about . ..
(forcing a smile)

You.

JOE
Really now?

MARY
And how handsome you look tonightt

JOE
Allthe girls wish they were you.

MARY

52y Qi Y ettt YS . NBINJ

JOE
You ready to go?

MARY
| was bornready.

(JOE takes her hand and does a comical dance step.)
We'have any.plans tomorrow?

JOE
52y Qi WKAY]

QX
No

MARY
L GKAYy]l © & & LQfft RNAR@GS (2 [SEAy3G2y D hll &K

JOE
Tell Aunt Liz | said hey.
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